Momotaro

Find the truth behind the legend

The legend of Momotaro, a legend handed down in Okayama, is the origin of the Momotaro folk tale that everyone knows.

However, this legend tells a very different story than the folk tale does.
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Momotaro, hero of folk tale

The Stories Compared
S ——

Legend of Momotaro

Once upon a time, there lived an old
man and an old woman. One day,
when the old woman went to the
river to wash clothes, a huge peach
came floating down the river.

Upon taking the peach home and
splitting it open, the old couple saw a
boy come out! They named him
Momotaro and raised him with care.
After he had grown, Momotaro left
home to banish evil ogres.

On the way, a dog, monkey, and
pheasant agreed to join Momotaro in
exchange for the old woman's millet
dumplings that he carried. They trav-
eled to the island of Onigashima,
routed the ogres, and went home

Once upon a time in Okayama, back when it was called Kibi,
there was an ogre called Ura who lived at Kinojo Castle and
terrorized the villagers. Because of this, the king of Yamato told
Kibitsuhiko-no-mikoto to vanquish Ura.

Kibitsuhiko-no-mikoto set up camp at Kibi no Nakayama, and
after shoring up his defenses by building a shield of megaliths,
he attacked Ura with arrows, his specialty. Ura countered by
shooting arrows from the castle. It was a fierce battle, and
sometimes, arrows from the two sides would collide in mid-air.
The battle ended when the wounded Ura transformed into a
carp and fled. However, Kibitsuhiko-no-mikoto transformed into
a cormorant and caught Ura, completely vanquishing him.

Following Ura’ s defeat, his head was buried beneath a kettle in
the Okamaden (kettle hall) at Kibitsu Shrine. One day, Ura
appeared to Kibitsuhiko-no-mikoto in a dream and announced, “If
my wife uses this kettle to cook rice, I will become your servant
and tell people’s fortunes by making the kettle ring.” Thus, even
today, a kettle-ringing ritual for telling fortunes, called the Naru-
kama Shinji, takes place at Kibitsu Shrine.
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Okayama, the place where the legend of Momotaro has been preserved.
Ms. Konda, a writer, has been visiting locations related to the legend. She
shows us the world of ancient Kibi, overflowing with history and romance!

For more information about her columns, please visit the website.

Access this QR code
to see her columns.

Akiko Konda

M. Konda is a witer. Socing the Kanon Horma clay figurines in Kastihararshi,
Nara Prefecture prompted her to begn vistng archasological stes and museums
at various locatins and start ongoing research on clay figurines. Ms. Konda has
one extensive work on introducing cultural properties at various locations in
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Getting to Okayama

This s the spot where
Momotaro fought Ural

"The stones in the
stone
are 50

4 Airplane

Verious places (Sapporo, Tokyo, Okinawa)
!

Okayama Airport

| (Bus: approx. 30 min)

JR Okayarma Station West Exit

=) Shinkansen (Bullet train) To Okayama Station

C From Tokyo 3hrs.17min.

OKAYAMA
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of the legend
of Momotaro

Momotaro
Find the truth b

hind the legend

Okayam From Nagoya Thr.30min.
with treasure. A happy ending! e From Stin-Osaka 45min
A fortune-telling ogreﬁ C From Hakata Thr.45min.
- . The folk tale is

Was the ogre really evil? completely d:ﬁeren(!/
Y oy \ & Expressway To Okayama IC
 From Osaka (Chugoku Suia IC) 2hrs. 5 min.
There are several interpretations of Ura, the purported ogre. One for example, is that in this battle, Ura was not (- From Kobe (Kobe JC.T) 1hr. 40 min.
unilaterally evil in the battle between Yamato and Kibi, and was a person who taught Kibi how to make steel. Fur- C From Yonago (Yonago IC) 1hr. 40 min,

thermore, even after his defeat in battle against Kibitsuhiko-no-mikoto, Ura continues to guide people by telling
their fortunes. Perhaps Ura was not actuzlly an ogre, but a great person who lived in Kibi.

(_ From Takamatsu (Takamatsu-Chuo IC)  ++ 1 hr. 5 min.

Experience Okayama hospitality
with Ura mythology

There are a number of ways to view Ura, Ura is just as beloved by the local residents as Momotaro is,
as we know from a festival named after Ura that is held in Okayama. The viewpoint of Ura, the pur-
ported ogre, is also taken seriously, and both the events depicted by the tale and the hidden reality
behind the tale are warmly accepted in this city. We invite you to experience the hospitality of Okaya-
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Megaliths to protect

Take a tour trip to
the legend of Momotaro!

against arrows!

This burial mound from the Yayo period is
one of the largest in the country.According to
the legend, the megalith on its summit was
used as a shield by Kibitsuhikomno-mikoto

My (uspd s are
my best feature!
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Even today, many ruins and shrines connected with the legend of
Momotaro can be found all over the place in Okayama. You can tour
sites related to the legend to get a feel for the grand story set in the
Okayama of antiquity. See with your own eyes the reality behind the
legend of Momotaro!

Ki
(millet dumpling)

“This is one of Okayama’ s most
famous confections It is a millet
dumpling designed to resemble
‘dumplings that Momotaro gave to the
dog. monkey, and pheasant when he

e . . ¢ lished the d during the:
Enjoy a panoramic view of the land e
where the legend takes place!

Edo period, they would be sold by the
gate to Kibitsujinja Shrine.
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lZ Yata-otsuka Burial Mound

Mt. Kinojo
(Kinojo Castle)

“This s the mountain where the legendary ogre Ura is
said to have lived. The enormous ancient mountain
castle called Kinojo Castle once stood here.

Today. a gate and corner tower have been restored.
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This shrine venerates Kibitsuhikomo-Mikoto. It was built as the Ichinomiya (irst-ranked
shrine) of Bizen Province and was the object of intense devotion. Ura-jinja Shrine, which
venerates Ura, is also located within its precincts. 2

N Here’s Ura Shrine!

Votive tablets

shape
like peaches!

Ibara Railway,lbara.Lifié’

Okayama peaches

Since anclent times, t has been said
that ogres were afraid of peaches, It
has also been imagined that this belief
Is related to Momotaro, who
vanquished the ogres, ("Momo™
means “peach’” in Japanese) the.
legend of Momotaro developed in
Okayama, which is famous s a
peach-producing region thanks to ts
beneficial climate and soil.
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architecutral style, and haiden buildings are designated as a
national treasure.Cultural assets related to the legend of
Momotaro, such as the Yaokiiwa and the Okamaden (kettle:
hall), can be found within the precincts. s

PHOTO.
sPOT

. ® 5_Vaguinomiya-jinja Shrine
Olsgons S i

Bitchu Takamats:

E ® B.severed Head

@  hreksarine
e

chinomiya,

3,

@ 7 Koikui-jinja Shnn‘e\ X

2.Kibitsu-finja Shrine.

itsuhiko-jinja Shrine

4. Komori-zukal

Okayama Korakuen
Burial Mound! .
[ e

© 9, Tatetsuki Ruins

11. Tsukdriyama e
Eurv%i Mound e -
’ o Shinkanse™ e The garden at
52 oo™ Korakuen next to the
-

museum is a must-see!

Must-see locations
from the legend of Momotaro

Beware of arrows!

KoikuiJinja Shrine
(Koikutinja Shrine Ruins)

¥ A Chisuigawa River

This pot was used by Ura t boil
people as sacrifices.

According to legend, this pot was
used by Ura to boll people as
sacrifices. In reality, however, it
‘appears to be a kettle made for the
people by the monk Chogen in the.
Kamakura period.

Kibitsusjinja Shrine

Ogre Mask Okamaden
“This s an ogre mask ‘The severed head of Ura, This ritual takes place in the
eserved by pisuinja - yanuihed by Kbt ‘Okamaden at Kibitsurjinja
hrine. It is said to have o-noMikoto, is said to be Shrine. When Ura's wite

looke Kettle-ringing itual takes
face I the Oxatmaden.

These earthenware vessels were used for funerary
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forerunnersofthe cylndrichl hantwr fgurines.

Narukama Shinji ritual
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The influence of Kibi in the background
(I of the legend of Momotaro

10. Ryoguzan Burial Mound ®

In ancient times, there were individuals who held great power in various parts of the
Japanese archipelago, and their power can still be sensed through the burial mounds.

& i from OWHDMD ( and ruins that remain today. The ancient province of Kibi was one of the place, that it

- seo[ | still has enormous burial mounds and ruins that tell us about those days. It is thought
1) Eore e that Kibi's ancient leaders fought against other powers, and their deeds passed into
e e legend as the battle between Kibitsuhiko-no-mikoto and Ura.
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The burial mound is about

m long.This is the L
keyhole-shaped burial mound
In Kibl after the two
Tsukuriyama (1l / fFL))
burial mounds, Being
surrounded by moats, these
burial mounds are unusual
compared to the others in the
Kibi region.

The mound becomes a
sea of pink from the peach
blossoms in early April!

b D by car
from Ryogusan Burlal
Mound.(KamosakiAkal-
washi)

T'm the ancestor of the
haniwa figurines!
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It must have been very
difficult for ancient people
to carry such large stones.

mounds, It is thought to be the family tomb of Shimotsumichi, one rest here!

i The descendants of
This round burial mound is one of Kibi's three large stone burial Kiblesuhiko's bmm“j
of the descendants of Kibitsuhiko-no-Mikoto' s brother.

when he fought Ura.

Sentaimonseki stone at
“Tatetsuki-jinja Shrine

The sentaimonseki stone is the deity of
Tatetsukkjinja Shrine, located atop the
Tatetsuki Ruins. The beltshaped pattern
carved into the stone demonstrates the
outstanding carving techniques of the
Yayo period. The legend also has it that
Kibitsuhiko-no-mikoto used it as a flying
vehicte,

Tsukuriyama(#ili)
Burial Mound
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The burial mound is about 350m

the Korean peninsula have been
unearthed in the viciity.t is the
largest burial mound in Japan that
you can enter,

Musa-otsuka
Burial Mound

This round burial mound is one of
Kibi's three (arge stone burial mounds.
Itis thought to be the family tomb of
Kamitsumichi, one of Kibitsuhi-

komno-Mikoto's descendants,

Komori-zuka
Burial Mound

“This keyhole-shaped burial mound s one
ofKibi s three large stone burial
mounds. The horizontal stone charmber s
about 19.4 mn overall length, making it
the largest stone chamber in Kibi.

“This s the spot wher

short collided in id-air and fel
t0 the ground

Yaguinomiya s a shrine that
venerates the location where arrows.
shot by Kibitsuhiko-no-Mikoto and
Ura during battle collided in mid-air
and fell 10 the ground. A large stone
that Ura is said to have thrown can
be found in the precincts.

The river turned bright red
from the blood of Ural

Chisuigawa River s  iver that lows fiom
MeKinojo. The legend has told that the
fiver turned bright red from the blood of
Ura, who was injured by an artow shot by
Kibitsuhiko-noAVikoto, The river have
gotton the name because of the red color
that resulted from 2 high ron concent.

‘This is the spot where Ura was
vanquished.

8y transforming into a cormorant,
Kibitsuhikonc-mikoto was able to catch
and vanquish Ura, who had changed into
carp to escape. Koikukjinja Shiine was
il 0 venerate the ocation where Ura

i period here, and various.
artifacts have been unearthed,

“This is the spot where Ura’s head
was put on display!

There is a mound approimately
1.5meters high called "Komekami.” a
subsidiary shiine on the grounds of
Hakusan-jinja Shrine. Legend has it that
Kibitsuhiko-no-Mikoto, who hzd defeated
Ura n battie, beheaced Ura and stuck his
head on 2 pke for public display here.

Tsukuriyama(fF (1)
Burial Mound

This keyhole-shaped burial mound,
built in the midHith century, s the
tenth-largest in the country. 282 m in
overall length, it s large enough to be
seen from Kinojo Castle.




