Experiences that appeal to the five senses!
Take a dive into the beauty of tradition!
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Amulets and votive pictures ritually burned in the sacred flame

A New,Year celebratlon where guests are served loads of red bean rice!
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An ancient kagura dance passed do‘virn?:)r 1000+ years
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Please note that some festivals may be canceled or postponed.
Some festivals may be canceled or postponed as a result of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). Please be sure to check with sourc-
es such as the websites of local municipalities or hosting organizations for details beforehand. Please also follow the instructions
issued by the government and concerned organizations for events that are still held.
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Japanese festivals are enjoyable because they are something

you can experience yourself.

Their beauty, skills, sounds, and spirit are sure to give you
excitement that you have never felt before.

These festivals have been passed down since ancient times
all across the country, so let's go out and see them!

E ?k index
202311/10@

EB‘EE 15/ Kagoshima Prefecture
) L LA 3 TA ®A IS VA

BEME REREEM K rs

Tenson-Korin Fire Festival at Kirishima-jingu Shrine
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Mitsukuri Kagura
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Koga Pole Lantern Festival
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Mera-No-Kagura(Shiromi Kagura)
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The Great Fire Ritual of Shoreisai Festival
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Hokkoji-No-Gohan Shiki
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The great autumn festival at Karatsu Shrine,
a magnificent event

7 2023 11/2(AK)~11/4(%)
ﬁ’ﬁ;ﬁ@aga Prefecture
BE<AS

Karatsu Kunchi
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Dancing with “demons” through the night
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Hana Matsuri
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One of Japan’s three largest Hikiyama festivals
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Chichibu Night Festival
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Shugen Noh, the remnants of medieval performance arts
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The “demon” fire festival passed down from medieval times
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Dadadou no Onihashiri
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Burning New Year decorations at the “sending off
of the gods” fire festival
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Matsutaki Matsuri (Donto Sai)
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Amulets and votive pictures are burned in a sacred flame.
A solemn fire ceremony carried out on land of legends

At this festival, a sacred flame is offered at the funeral hall of Takachiho-gawara
Kogushi, where Kirishima Shrine was once located. The sacred flame is lit in the
early morning of November 10th at the shrine. It is then offered outside the
main hall at 10 am, during the Tenson Korin (“descendants of the gods”)
Commemorative Festival. Later, the flame is carried by hand by the head priest
to the funeral hall. As twilight approaches around 17:00, the solemn Tenson
Korin flame offering ritual is held. Then the fire is transferred to the poles
topped with pine. The head priest performs a great purification ritual chant,
while amulets and votive pictures brought by devotees are burned. Meanwhile,
the same ritual is held at the same time atop Mt. Takachiho.
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After the festival, the bold Kirishima
Kumen-Daiko drums and Kirishima Kagura

Main site Takachihogawara Kogushi d £ d fferi

Access By car: Approximately 40 minutes from the Takahara an,c"? ElE [l o_rme s _an_ SIS,
1.C., Miyazaki Expressway Participants are given mochi rice cakes,

Contact Rituals Section, Kirishima Shrine which are cooked on top of the remaining

embers of the sacred fire.
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Every seven years, this festival welcomes deities with a special

Ancient kagura dance passed down for over a millennium

Kagura has been successfully perpetuated in the Wada Mitsukuri area, which is
located in the northwestern part of Shunan City. Every seven years, a total of
23 kagura dances are held here as an offering to the deities. During a period of
famine and disease in the 8th century, prayers offered at the Kawachi Shrine
are believed to have brought peace to the region. In gratitude for it, three area

S N villages collectively started offering kagura, which is believed to represent the
::ﬁ‘ﬁ&:a ' beginning of this tradition. A number of dances that use props such as fans
instead of masks have also been passed down. These also contain ancient
i e oy elements such as postures reflecting the five directions (north, south, east,
23DHEBEOBNTHREFO—DOH west, as well as center), as well as specific dynamic movements.
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One highlight of the 23 kagura dances is Main site Mitsukuri Kagura Folklore Museum (front)
the Sanpo Kojin. A white rope is attached Access Sy /e ?gfg‘y’;;’;‘aa"set'gtii ’g}‘f‘g;fs from JR

m?ar the ceiling, which the _dancers Contact Mitsukuri Kagura Preservation Association
climb—and then descend head first!

ArtR—LA~R—Y Phttps://www.city.shunan.lg.jp/soshiki/56/3440.html

3 KRR SREREBICRDEANHBDET, BHNTOREF. BHICRFOBRE CEBIEVN, XZHARE BREHZEREIRIRSNACI1993FELUBEETRELTEBHLTNET,
*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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Participants put out each other’s lanterns, attached to the end
of long poles. In this event, known as the “strange festival of
Kanto,” the participants jostle over the fire sparks.

Teams of organizations in the city battle it out in this highly competitive event,
attempting to put out each others’ lanterns attached to bamboo poles of nearly 20
meters. It takes place in a bamboo palisade with a height of approximately 10 meters
in front of Koga Station. The festival is known in the Kanto region for its uniqueness,
particularly its dynamic, thrilling, and highly competitive energy, including the sound of
bamboo breaking and sparks flying when two lanterns hit each other. This unique event
is said to have its roots in the Edo Period, when the priest of the Nogi Shrine returned
home after visiting the affiliated shrines of the area’s seven villages. The people would
hold lanterns to welcome him home, and jostle with each other to ward off the cold.
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Don’t miss the Adult Category competition,

Main site Special festival venue at Koga Station West Exit

Access By train: Approximately 1 minute walk from JR Koga El "!hf' which starts at around 18:00. The top eight
Station : teams that previously succeeded in the

Contact Keer Clity MeUTism ASeekiien preliminaries engage in a fierce battle.

(—#t) &R A R — A~R—Y P https://www.kogakanko.jp/chochin
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The performers dance all through the night, for a total of 33
dances. A special kagura passed down on hunting grounds

This unique kagura is performed at the festival of Shiromi Shrine. held from
December 12 to 16. It is the first kagura of Miyazaki Prefecture to be nationally
designated Important Intangible Folk Cultural Asset. Preparations begin in the
morning of the 12th. When those are nearly complete by the evening of the
13th, the first kagura, the Star Kagura, is performed. On the 14th, the second
dance called Kiyoyama begins, followed by a total of 33 dances performed all
night and until the afternoon of the 15th. During the 17th century, the ancestors
of the Shiromi Shrine first passed on the Udo Kagura and the Udo Kishin at Udo

NLDBMADERDZ, & THEOER, %A Jingu shrine. It is said that kagura developed from these original dances.
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A sacred hunting ritual, the Shishitogiri (number BEVWEDLY —BHIEA EHADEHS (0983-41-1557)
32) is based on reverence for the deities of Main site Shiromi Shrine

the mountains and the idea of praying for the Access By train & car: Approximately one hour by car from

peace of the soul of the wild boar. The dance SHEEDNETR St
describes unique hunting methods and Contact Saito City Tourism Association

incorporates unique hunting phrases. EHHBLHAR—LX—Y P https://www.saito-kanko jp/tourisms/SRiRzE/

[EirzimE

KRR SRS REBICRDEANBDET. BHN T OB BHICRFOBRE CEBIEV XZHARE BRGHZEREIAIREINAI1993FEUBEETRELTBHLTVET, 4
*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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The teams run with their poles topped with pine leaves to see who can
burn theirs faster. A fire festival held through the night of New Year’s Eve

This festival runs through the night of New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day at
Dewasanzan Shrine. Therefore it is also referred to as the “New Year’s Eve night
festival.” The highlight of the festival is the "Great Torch Pulling," in which
torches in the shape of tutsugamushi, which mimic demons, are burned. Around
23:00, at the signal of a special loud chant, all the young people participating in
the festival run with their poles. The winners are determined by how fast the
teams raise their poles and burn them. The whole process is a kind of divination
predicting the harvest and fish catching of the following year. To ring in the New
Year, rituals delineating the Haguro Yamabushi region, known as “Kokubu,” as
well as the “changing of the flame” are also held.
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Main site Ideha Shrine (Mt. Haguro)

Access By train & car: 30 minutes by car from JR Tsuruoka E I
Station

Contact Dewasanzan Shrine
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The rope-making event is held as of
15:00. Once the matsuhijiri bless the

poles, chopped parts from the piles
are thrown at the festival participants.
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Yamabushi mountain priests clad in traditional robes, together with the

fearsome goriki, force a heaping mound of red bean rice upon their guests

According to oral tradition, this New Year celebration has been passed down for
more than 650 years in the Hokkoji region. In this ritual, the gods descend upon
the human world to enjoy a feast offered with the utmost pure heart. As such it
is believed to have been heavily influenced by the Nikko shugendo ascetic
Buddhist practices. The yamabushi (mountain priests) emerge wearing Buddhist

S S robes along with hats worn by ancient court nobles, and carrying pilgrim’s staffs.
::ﬁ‘ﬁa:a ' They are accompanied by the goriki, an imposing figure wearing a frightening
mask and carrying a club. A mountain of azuki rice is forced upon the old and

new festival participants as well as guests, and local customs and requests are
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The ritual begins at 9:00am at Myoken

" . X Main site Hokkoji Community Center (Local Culture Preservation Hall)
Shrine, which houses the local guardlan Access By car: Approximately 45 minutes from the Tochigi
deity of the Hokkoji area. The Gohan Shiki I.C., Tohoku Expressway
(offering of red bean rice to guests) is held at Contact Cultural Assets Coordinator, Culture Department,

" . K City Board of Education Off
10:00am at the Hokkoji Community Center. anuma mHy Board of Eeucation Timee

BiBmR—LR—Y P https://www.city kanuma.tochigijp/0299/info-0000001963-1.html
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The Center For Promotion Of Folk-Performing Arts





